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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS IN CAMBODIA 

1 . EOLLOWING IS TEXT OE REMARKS PERTAINING TO CAMBODIA 
MADE BY ACTING SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER ON JANUARY 18 DURING 
A SPEECH BEFORE THE NATIONAL MEDIA CONEERENCE IN WASHINGTON. 
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BEGIN TEXT: WHILE THERE IS NOT TIME EOR A REVIEW OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS CONDITIONS AROUND THE WORLD, I DO WANT TO CALL YOUR 
ATTENTION TO WHAT IS AMONG THE MOST FLAGRANT AND MASSIVE 
ABUSES OE HUMAN RIGHTS TO BE FOUND IN THE WORLD TODAY, 

THAT IN CAMBODIA. 

NO ONE OUTSIDE CAMBODIA CAN KNOW THE FULL DIMENSIONS OE THE 
SYSTEMATIC TERROR AND GRINDING DOWN OE THE CAMBODIAN PEOPLE 
WHICH HAS TAKEN PLACE UNDER THOSE WHO HAVE SEIZED POWER 
THERE. THE MANY DETAILED EIRSTHAND REPORTS PROM THE STREAM 
OP REFUGEES PEEPING THAT COUNTRY PROVIDE A PICTURE OP A 
REGIME BENT ON DESTROYING VIRTUALLY EVERY VESTIGE OP THE 
EXISTING SOCIETY IN ORDER TO IMPOSE ITS WILL UPON THE 
POPULATION. HUNDREDS OP THOUSANDS OP HUMAN BEINGS - NOT 
ONLY SUPPORTERS OP THE PORMER REGIME, BUT PEOPLE PROM ALL 
ELEMENTS OP SOCIETY - HAVE PERISHED UNDER THIS REGIME. 

WHILE THE UNITED STATES HAS NO RELATIONSHIP WHATSOEVER WITH 
CAMBODIA, WE CONDEMN WHAT HAS TAKEN PLACE THERE AND WILL 
TAKE EVERY SUITABLE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK OUT, LEST BY OUR 
SILENCE WE SEEM TO ACQUIESCE IN THE UNSPEAKABLE HUMAN 
RIGHTS ABUSES THAT ARE OCCURRING THERE. MOREOVER, WE WILL 
BE SUPPORTING INTERNATIONAL EPPORTS TO CALL ATTENTION TO 
THIS EGREGIOUS SITUATION. END TEXT. 

2. FOLLOWING IS PRESS GUIDANCE TO BE USED (IP ASKED) BY 
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DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN. 

QUESTION: ON JANUARY 18, ACTING SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER 
CONDEMNED "MASSIVE ABUSES" OP HUMAN RIGHTS IN CAMBODIA. 

IS THIS AN INDICATION THAT THE UNITED STATES IS BEGINNING 
TO SIDE WITH VIETNAM IN ITS BORDER CONPLICT WITH CAMBODIA? 

ANSWER: AS WE HAVE MADE CLEAR BEPORE, THE UNITED STATES 
TAKES NO POSITION WHATSOEVER WITH REGARD TO THE SITUATION 
BETWEEN CAMBODIA AND VIETNAM. WE HAVE STATED FREQUENTLY 
THAT THIS ADMINISTRATION INTENDS TO SPEAK OUT ON APPRO- 
PRIATE OCCASIONS WHEN IT PEELS HUMAN RIGHTS ARE BEING 
ABUSED ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD. MR. CHRISTOPHER'S REMARKS 
ON CAMBODIA STAND ON THEIR OWN. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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